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To the Right Honourable, 


Sr. Tho. Stampe, 


LORD MAYOR, &c. 


My Lord , 


T Have obeyed the Command 
L of your Lordſhip, and the 
* Court of Aldermen, in this 
Publication , - which will Vindi- 
te my Reputation, to all ſo- 
xr Men, from thoſe Calumnies 
hich are catt upon me; I deli- 
ered. nothing in, this Sermon, 
to which there is fuch unjuſt 
xception faken ) but what I 
ughr to have laid, in any City 
r Corporation in the King's 
Yominions, on the like occafron. 
And 


—The Epiſtle Deduatory. 


And had the Citizens been as re| 
ally united in their Hearts, af 
Truth and Honeſty are joynef 
rogether in this plain Diſcourft 
there would have been no ſuch 
Reproaches. That Loon may ly 
know the Things which belong to Hi 
Peace, that they may never |: 
hid from ber Eyes : And that fug 

ceeding Magiſtrates may folloyſ | 
your Example in your Gret 

Station, is the Prayer of, Þþ 


My LORD, 


Your Lordſhips maſt Hunmli F: 
and Obeatent Servant, 


W. SMY THIES|: 
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PROV. XXiX. Ver. 2. 


When the Righytous arg Fl ' Authority th 
People rtonee.. ” TY 


HERE ay no- Preface. to: a Proverb. 
hi -; This is one of the Aphi ruſons. 5 th. MU 
: Magn, which are. there ore xlughly to. be 
_ "valued, and diligently to bs © Servgd, he: 

cauſe he had the 77 iſdons which is from above.” © 
S.Þ is the Maſter of theſe yentences: And they are Þ, na} 
ellent Ute for the Regulation, of Mens Lives and 
Ations through all his WArjaus,: affairs of this Life. ; 


In this Book: we arc "furnillied with "Bthicks: Oey 
minicks, and Politicks; by which every ' Man may 
know how to govern: birmlelt, eyery Maſter may 
ow how $0 govern. his: Family, Tic SY, ” ARE 

rate 


\ . 


— 7 wy et Aa oo 


©. 3x oe He. A. 


ES —— ee eas TORI 79 AI RESIN Sl | =, SY 
An Feelm SERMON 


— 


ſtrate may know how to govern thoſe that are un- 
der his Juriſdiction and Aurhority. 


: My Woes hath. relation to the laſt of theſe, and 
is fit for our Direction in the great Aﬀair of this 
Day. 


- A 


I cannot; in the firſt place, but take notice of $1. 
lomens Suppoſition, which is the neceflity of Autho. 
rity. or . Government. There. needs 90- [xterregn:m 
to convince us of this : For by the dayly [rregula- 
rities and Qutegdy of Mae wander, 4 Girift Govern 
ment and ſevere Laws, we may conclude, that it there 
were no Authority-to-punith Offenders, the World 
would be worſe than a Foreſt of Wild Beaſts: And 
all honeſt Men; tikeJvb; would cnrie the day in which 
they came; into it.- Nay, it would, 1 one reſped, 
be warfe han Hel'it fl, where the Devils have Bel. 
zeebub for their Head,,;and arg under a ſort of Go- 
vernment, as we lears' from "our Bleſſed Saviour. 


- As therefore it" is:of *5bfolute neceſſity that there 
nog be Go) _ fot iS'orie-of rhe greateſt Con- 
cerns of this Life, thay thete, ſhould be Rightcous'Go 
vergonrs.” h = \ * Y n Þ i ; P 1 j : 


' Ttie due Adminiſtration of Juſtice in a City, is like 
the Fountains 'or Rivers. which Hpply* it , * without 
which the” Inhabitants could! nor fobtift, And where 
there is Male-Adminiſtration, that City, would be like 
to Jertchp, of which Eris ſaid, 2X71. 2.19. that it is 
well ſcituated, but the Warers are naught. And where 
ther, "Tarh been any. fuch Miſcarriage, a' Righteous 

gift may; like Eliſha, make the Waters to , 
'cet again- | 
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for 1he prevention:of this Siry in - Magiſtrates: ' One 
B 2 


 Preddl'l Scpteraler 2918,\1 &g2. 


pj carte A ROW $9, that Which) chiefly intend, whiel 


Fi, Who's is a Fights Marate. And;" =, 
"Secondly, That tte People have canſa ts. be 


in D1Mh. 


Wo! may cat the word 3 las); in the 
fargeſt ſenſe, :as taking in all :neceffary Qualifications 
for: the: Magiſiratioal Ofkece.:. And: thele Þ ſhalt ranks 
under Six Heads. 8b 


7. The Firft is Wiſdom: The. Govertiment' off a 
great City, us of great Importance, and requires great 
Wiſdom and.:Prudeace for #he management of it ; forl 
ke muſt be 2 Wile: Man both in the Government of 
himielt and others: Þ ei hobira 9 99%] 9:{3 op 

PS; 00 ws dat 6 | ; 

Firſt, In the Somm—— of hirifelf, and this muſt 

be over- his a and-over his Paſfion; -- 02G 
«21.0503 43216] Kone | 

'*. He huſ govern his RD jeoy"effurcþy uldlſivieg 
Eating, Arr Drinking\; he-may:fot0belunfit» (be \che 
diſcharge of his great Undertaking. * "The Sift of 
Drunkenneſs is a thame to the'meaneſt gear, but 
how -inexpreſfibly ſhamefal: is it av 4m who! is' to 
puniſh rhe Drunkard and the Begpar'tdo, The Serip- 
ture calls: Magiſtrates, Gods ; becauſe they are it God's 
place on: Earth, to execute Juſtice and Judgrherit / 
But they are very unfit to be'called ſo, who are tin- 
worthy to be called Men. 

[ have read of Two Laws among the Heathens, 


was, 


" .:miEbftn SERMON: 


was; that-they 'ſhould !drink ms :Wine #. And-theio- 
ther was, that they ſhould be put to Death, if they 
drank too much. So neceſſary was Sobriety and Tem- 
perance accaunted in them that govern,'hy thoſe who 
had not the Laws of Heavea to oblige them to it, as 


\ x 


Cliiftians have. 0 ©) 


Places of Authority are Places of Honour, in which 
Men muſt bave's care that they be not guilty of any 
Vice, whieb will be-a- reproach to' them whilſt they 
ws and. cauſe. their Names to 'rot 'when' they are 

cad. ab 31 152 


- Hiſtory tells us of: a great Magiſtrate, of whom it 
was ſaid, that he lived, non ut' wivat ſed ut bibat, he 
lived anly 10-:gratific his dranken Appetite.. And when 
he was turnedout ofihis:Office; and. for grief hanged' 
himſelf, the people derided his dead Body,r and aid, 
There hangs up a Tankard. So odious was Intemperance 


M-him, wlio-thould have been an.Example of Sobriety, 
and a Puniſher of that:;Vice.of: which he:himſelf. was. . 
ouilty. Solomon faith, Eccl, to. 16. Wo unto thee 0 


Lani, when thy Princes eat; tu the Morning. And'v..17. 
Bleſſed, art; thouO:. hand whey thy: Princes eat in due 
ſeaſon, for; ſtrength and not for drunkenneſs. Where, by 
eatmg, we. are to-underſtand luxurious eating and 
drinking. Eating and drinking is far from being the end. 
of our Beings,: byt appointed as a; means: to enable us 
for.. the duties of our ſeveral Places; 'the..doing of 
which. iS a great end for which.,we live. This Tem- 
perance ought to be the care of all Men, and in an 
eſpecial manner, of all thaſe who are in Authority, 
Their Minds'had need to be upon their buſineſs, and 
not. upon their Bellies, upon. whom the Wel-fare of a 

| great 
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great City doth fo much depend. They ſhould imi- 
tate Moſes, of whom we read, Exod. 18. 13. that he 
aroſe in the Morning to fit in Judgment. And David 
faith, P/al. 10S. 1. 7 will early deſtroy all the Wicked 
tf the Land, By which' Expoſitors underftandy that 
he made the Morning to be the timc of Judicarure. 
He was an early ri'er to. do his Devotion to. God, 
Pſal. 5. 3. My Yoice ſhalt thou hear in the morning, in 
the morning will I direct my Prayer unto thee and will 
hook up. And from that Duty, like a pious Magittrate, 
he went to the diicharge of the other. It was Gods 
ſpecial Command to the Houſe of David, Fer. 21. 12. 
that they ſhould execute Fudgment in the morning, 
which was anciently the time of that Adminiſtration, 
becauſe Magiſtrates were then more fit tor that great 
Afﬀair than after they had eaten and drank. Imem- 
perance makes a Man forget his buſineſs, and there- 
fore the Heathens were wont to'call the God of Wine 
the Son of Forgetfulneſs, If Magiſtrates are guilty. of 
this, it may Caute them to pervert Juſtice, The Prince 
who was made fick with bottles of Wine, ſtretched out 
his hand with ſcorners, Hof. 7. 5. when he ſhould have 
ſtretched out his hand againſt them; 

2. There muſt be wiſdom in the government of 
his Paſſion, I mean that of anger,. for when that pre- 
vails it is a ſecond drunkenneſs. And truly he that 
is in the ſeat of judicature had need to have com- 
mand. of himſelf, conſidering how many, and how 
great the provocations are which he dayly meets 
with. We read of wile Heathens, who were very 
averſe to Magittratical engagements, becauſe of rhe 

7, vexations that attended them. One ſaid, that he 
d | could betrer endure baniſhment. Another, that he 
a | had gather go to his grave in quiet. Moſt certain 
It : It. 
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it is, that the Office wilt try the Temper 'and Pa 
tience of him that undertakes it.. Moſes was: the 
* meekeſt Man in the world, and yet not always 
' meek enough to govern his paſſton when diſturb'd 
by a diſorderly and Murmurtng :people, ' who (as the 
Plalmiſt faith) provoked him ſo, that he ſpake nnadai- 
ſedly with his lips, for which God was: offended at 
him. .. Solomon ſaith, he that is ſlow to atger is better 
than the mighty ; and be that ruleth his Spirit, than he 
that taketh a City, Prov. 16, 32. The meaning, is, that 
he who overcomes himſeit:15 more 'to be valued 
than he. who, by force! and violence, overcometh 
. others. | Immoderate anger+1s.called by the Latines 
Impotentia. It is the weakneſs and 1mpotency of a 
man, which will give occa{ion to the Envious to 
Reproach them that are placed above them. 'Where 
paſſion prevailes in the chief Magnitrate; the whole 
City may be diicompos'd by his diſcompo!ure. And 
amoneg(t other evils { which are too many tor: me to 
reckon up) this great one 1s to be expeQed from'a 
paſſionate Magiſtrate, vz. patting haſty judgment, it 
being impoſiible tor htm with. due attendance and 
ſedatene!s, to, weigh and conſider all that |1s offered 
on both fides. - Slanderous £2744 purting King Da- 
-vid;jnto a paihon, cauſed arvery undeicrved !everi 
-ty:againit Hephiboſheth. It was a good ſaying con- 
. cerning good Migiſlrates. ' Ad punicadum, nou iracat 
Mia fed: equitate, duruntur, :*Þ'ts not paliion, but equi 
Iy, that 15 their guide: | 
i:2, He muſt have: wifdom'to govern others. By 
witdom L.chiefly mean, knowledge of the Laws which 
_he 1s to; execute, and-.of thole rights and priviledges 
which be is to preſerve.. 'V hat S$9/omorr faith of 4 
of Nation, 
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Nation, 1 may fay of a City (Prov, 28.) By a wes of 
underſtanding, the ſtate thereof is prolonged. Tt relies 
upon the Wiſdom of EleQtors when a man. is cho- 


' ſen, who 1s only Honored to his Face, kccauſe of his. 


High Station, and ridicul'd behind his back, in ma-" 
ny Companies, for his great inability to perſorm 
the duty of it. And I may ufe' the words of \Se/0- 
mon in another place, with little alceration; Fecl. 10. 
v.16, Wo unto thee, O City when thy Governour 
is a Child; which is all one in reference to age and 
underſtanding. Tr was a great judgment which God 
threatned to the Uiſobedient : That he would take 
away the mighty man, and the prudent man, and give 
them Children to be their Princes and Babes to Rule 
over them, Ea. 3. And on the contrary, it is a great 
bleſſing of God to have wiſe and good governours, 
which he promiſed by the prophet E/aiah as an en+ 
couragement to reform the diſobedient, (c. 1. 25.) 
I will reſtore thy Fudges at the firſt, and thy Coun- 
celors as at the beginning : Such as Moſes, and Joſhua, 
and David were. The world never was. without 
miſchievous men who would deſtroy the welfare. of 
it,.nor any great City without thoſe that ſeek to un- 
dermine its peace and proſperity : By which every 


-one may underſtand how neceflary it 1s that it ſhould 


be govern'd by a wiſe Magiſtrate, according to that 
of Solomon, Prov. 29. 8. Scornful men, or (as *tis ren- 
dred). peſtilent men &ring a City into a ſnare, but 
Wiſe Men turn away wrath, They prevent the fury 
of thoſe men, It was a good ſaying of a wiſe Hea- 
then. @b; preſes fuerit Philoſophus, ibi civitas erit 
felix; where the Preſident or Magittrate of a City is 
a-wile man, that City 13 happy : Andanother faith, 
that,. of- all arts, the well-goverament of a City _—_ 
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the preheminence. Wiſdom isa neceſſary Qualifica-. 


tion.. Thar's the firſt. 


7 I. A Second is Juſtice and Uprightneſs. Which 


muſt appear by theſe two Negatives. 


Firſ?, He muſt not be byaſsd by any perſonal 
favour. +: BY 


Secondly, He muſt not be byaly'd by any ſini- 


ſter deſign of advantage to himſelf, 


Firſt, Not by any perſonal favour or affection. He. 
muſt be an upright Man that doth not lean on one. 


ſide. A Maletactor muſt not be ſpar'd for any 
former friendſhip, nor receive the greater puniſhment 
becauſe of any former -pique or prejudice. Solomon 
faith, Prov. 24, 25. To accept perſons in judgment 
is not good, which (is a Meiofis, and) fhgnifies that it 
is exceedingly bad and abominable. = 


. We read of two Eminent Heathens who ated dis 
verſly for this principle of uprightneſs and impar- 
tiality : One of them being chvlen. a Senator, and 
accepting of it, made a ſplendid Fealt to which he 
invited all his friends, and entertained them with all 


imaginable re{pett and kindneſs : But at the end of. 


it, ke took a ſolemn leave of them, as it he had been 
going into another Countrey . at that time when 
I: was only going into another Station ; intimating 
thereby, that no friend muſt expect the. leaſt favour 
or kindneſs from him. in the diſcharge of that Office, 


tire, of Unc City, were greatly. concern'd... , The! pther.: 


being 


444 


in_ which the , peace: of his Conſcience, and the: wels: 
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being , EleQed, utterly refus'd - it, ſaying that - he 
would never be placed at.that poſt where he ſhould 
be obliged to- make no difference between his friends 
and his foes. We may, by theſe inſtances, ſeehow 
juſt and upright theſe men were who had only 
the light of natural Principles, and not that revelati- 
on of the | will of the Righteous Lordg; who loveth 
Righteouſneſs, 'and whoſe countenance doth" bebold the 
upright, Pſal. 11. 7. Ana who threatneth his Eter- 
nal wrath and diſpleaſure to the unrighteous, 


I may add farther, that Magiſtrates muſt not only 
turn their backs upon their friends, and acquaintance, 
that juſtice may take place, bur upon their neareſt 
and deareſt Relations. A Magiſtrate, muſt be like 
Melchizedeck, without Father and without Mother. He 
muſt imitare our Saviour, who, when he was told, 
That his Mother and his Brethren were without waiting 
for him, laid, Who ts my Mother and my Brethren 2 
latimating, that he had that-bulinefs to dg, to, which 
Natural Aﬀection muſt give place. Juſtice and Up- 
rightneſs muſt prevail above, all- Obligations what- 
loever. God and Conſcience, and the Publick Good, 
muſt be preferr'd above all. \. . _ TE | 


2, As Favour and Aﬀection muſt not-ſway a Ma- 
giſtrate ; ſo much leſs muſt Covetouineſs and the Love 
of Riches. They mult be Mer of Truth, ( that is, Men 
of Honeſty and Sincerity ) . and hating Covetouſneſs, 
Exod. 18. 21, Which is ſordid and baſe in the eſteem 
of all Men, A Magiſtrate may /ove his Friend, but 
he muſt haze Covetcuſnels. 


He that will proſtitute ) uſtice to any baſe merce- 
| \& nary 
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mary: ifefign; is aris that fells his Reputation, | afid the 
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Reput tion of His EkEtors, fand/('whieltis/moreithan 
alt) tis ſells the-Peace-of his'own Conftcience : Or 
1 may: ſay of: him as 'twas faid of 4hab, 7Ye ſells 
himſelf to work wickedneſs. This is a Sin fo odious to 
God, and to provoking, that it were better for tuch 
dt MagiftrhraMbar & Bfr1i-flone (and not & Chain) were 
banged bot his neck, and be caſt" into the Sea.” It were 
-enulcfs to give an Account of all that the Scriptures 
ſpeak to this purpoſe. Solomon juſtly gives the Title 
oft a wicked man to ſuch a Magiſtrate, Prov. 17. 23, 
"A wicked man taketh'a gift out of the boſome, to per. 
aert the ways of: Fadgment'; that is, he taketh it { 
xretly' out' of the botom -of 'another man. -But what. 
ever the Value 'of- the Gift be; it connot compentate 
the Guilt that is, and'the Terror that will be in his 
ox; bolome. ' Lee If be never fo- ſecrer, 'tis as open 
and manifeſt to G07 as it-wonld be to- men, if that 
which-is\ergraven in his Conteience, were fet ove: 
this door; Pero is'Juffice to be Sold, 


" The Scripture- teNs us of Rulers, who inftead of 
hating -Covetoufne)s, ' delighted in nothing more than 
Bribes. The Rulers, with ſhame, do love, Give ye, Hol 
4.18, The ſhame ſpoken of, doth not denote the 
Tempets of the man; 'tor he 1s: paſt” thame, but the 
Nature of 'the Crime; to whicl: purpole ſome Ex 
Poſitors read it, O Dedecns / O [gnominia ! 'The Rulers 
Q Shame ! - O Dxſgrace ! do love, Give ye. And we 
find- in the beginning” of the next Chapter, the ſevere 
Judgment of God threatned againft them The like 
Complaint we find by the Prophet A4:cah, Chap. 7. 
wer. 3. They do evil. with both hands earneſtly. Tie 
Prince asketh, and the Fudge asketh a Reward, and the 
great 
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itup, Ihere were corrupt Magiſtrates, who for a Re- 
ward, would gratiie miſchievous Defigns, and ler 
Juſtice.qnd the. pro/egution of: it; drop! out, of their! 
hands, Lhcy-bad hut..two hands;::and they. were: 
both wickedly employ 'd;: 7hey did ewit with both 


hands earnefily 5 andthe mitchievons defires ' were. 


wrapt up. But God would not wrap them up, for 
he hallned thezr wiftation and perplexity, im the next 
Verſe, Lhis-is hatekul co. God and man, : When the- 
man that, took a Reward-was turſed, all:the- People 
were. to ſay: Amen, Deut. 27. 2.5., | . EE 

There 15 another Conſideration which T am !oath 
to omit, He that 1s guilty of this abominable ſin, 


is a Reproach to this brave.and generous City-* (All 


the three Kingdoms, - and it may . bez. mott. of the 


Kingdoms, in this pant of. the. World; do: ririg of the 
Noble and Charitable Ads which have been done by 
the Magiſtrates and other Worthy Citizens of Lox-' 
don, ſuch as.have not with ſhame lov'dy:Giue.yeg bur, 
with honour and renown, have lov'd, -Þ will give. 


They have been, and are at this-day, 'Fathers of 
the Fatherleſs, by whoſe Bounty, Orphans, who might 
have periſhed, are ſo happily provided for when their 
Parents. are dead and gone, that: as 'tis faid' in. Fob, 
Their. Children come to Honour and: they: kuow: it not.” - 


They are Husbands to- the Widows, who..are {© 
comfortably relieved, that ( as Fob ſaith. of himſelf): 
they. make the Widows hearts. to ſing for joy. 


| They are good Samaritans , who have provided: 
| C 3 Houſes 


great Man aitereth his miſchievous defire;' fo they wrap 


| 
% 
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Houſes-for the: Wounded, and-W:re and Oy! to ſup- 
ply them, to the end of the World. | 

| They have provided Hoſp.tals for the Lame and 
Impotent,; who have been carryed in, with pale faces, 
and dejected countenances, but have come out agatn, 
like the man whom the Apoſtles cured, waking and 
leaping and praifing God, for luch BenetaQtors. 


And a moſt excellent Strufture ts built for thoſe 
who have loſt themlelves, their-Reaſon I mean, ({ with- 
out which all the. World ſignifies nothing ) who have 
had that Beneiit by their Charity, which the Luna- 
ticks in the Goſpel had by our Saviours Miracles, 
relloration to: their right Minds. 


 *Tis Pity, that'g Covetous man' ſhould ever be 

the Governour »of a'City, that hath been ſo libe 
ral, .And the Truth is, thofe thar are Citizens in- 
deed, will account themitelves obliged ro do ſuch 
worthy Acts, as a grateful Acknowledgment of the 
good which they have received in the: City. We of- 
ten fipd/ in the Scriptures, that Cities are called 1s 
thers, and the Citizens are called their Chz/dren ; 
from which we may conclude, that there lies a kind 
of Natural Obligation. upon them to do good to the 
City, in which they enjoy Proſperity, and which 
hath been as a. tender .Mother that' hath'/wad/ed and 
brought them up, Lam. 2.22. And fuch Worthy Men 
are highly to be valued. We read in St. Lukes Gol 
pel, Chap. 7. That when the Centarrons Servant, who 
was dear to. him, was taken ſick, the- Elders came to 
our Saviour 'to deſire him to' go tot his Houſe, and 
urged this prevailing Argument, He 7s worthy for 
whom thou ſhalt do this,” for he loveth our Nation oy 
hats 
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hath Built us a Synazogue. He who loveth the City, 
and hath a mind diſpo:cd- to As of Piety and Cha- 
rity, Is worthy ot all the Reſpect and Honour thac 
Citizens can ſhew to him. 


ITI. Athird Qualification is Di/;zeyce. A Ma: 
giſtrate muſt be a Man that will beſtir himlcIf, to 
do God and the King and the Ciry ſervice, in his 
great Station. He who Joves to have his hand in his 
boſom, ought not to have the ſword put into ir. 
He mult be like Fob who was diligent as well as jult 
(and if he had not been diligent he could not 
have been juſt) who faith, Chap. 29, 16. The cauſe 
which 7 knew not F ſearched out, He did not con- 
ſult his own eaſe, by hudling up the cauſe which 
came before him, but ſearched into the botrom of it : 
And in this he thewed himſelf to be a Righteous 
Magiſtrate, according to that of So/omon, Prov. 29. 7. 
The righteous conſidereth the cauſe of the poor, but the 
wicked regardeth not to know it, Magiſtrates, as 'tis 
faid in Deutronomy, Ch. 13. v. 14. mult exquire and 
make ſearch and ask diligently. The Office, though 
very Honourable, is very burthenſom, ( as Jethro told' 
Moſes) it had not need to be laid upon the ſhoul- 
der of him that loves his eaſe. Moſes his diligence 
made him an excellent Magiſtrate who was from the 
Morning unto the Evening \\tting in Judgment, Exod. 
18, 13. 

IV. A Magiſtrate muft have Couraze, He mutt 
not be afraid to do his Duty, whomſozver he dil- 
obliges, He cannot be a righteous Magiſtrate who is 


not a Couragious one, becauſe he will be afraid to 
do his Duty, upon the appearance of any danger. 


He 
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He muſt not bs like Ephraim, A Silly Dove without 
Heart, but one who will know hist{place, and make 
others know it too. He that faith, This man will 
be Angry, ard the other will be diſobliged, is more 
fit to have a Feather than a Sword born before 
him. Solemens Throne was ſupported by Lions, to 
ſignific thar thoſe that are in Authority mult be as 
bo id as LA Creature. 


As Uprightne's and Ay is neceſiory for 
doing right to the Poor; io is Courage and Magna- 
nimitys tor the punithing of great and rich Oiten- 
acrs, Magiſtrates muit tear God, but they mult not 
fear men. The Electors ſhonld therefore reſolve as 
Gideon did, that they will not have one who 1s fear- 


ful aud aſraid, but one that will do by the ſtouteſk 


Offender, as David did by the Lyon and the Bear, 
when the Lamb was taken out of the Flock. He 
was not aftaid to take the Lyon by rhe Beard and 
ſlay him, to rc{cue the. poor innocent Creature, I Sam, 
$2.25 He mult be as ſtout in the Execution of his 


Office, as Job was, who brake the jaws of the wicked, 


and plucked the ſpoyl out of their teeth, Job 29. 17. 
He mull not do by Men as $:u/l did Ly the Amalekites 
Cattle. God commanded him to ſlay ail the Cattle, 
and he only flew the leaneſt, and Jpared the fatteſt, 
bccauſe he feared rhe People and obeyed their Voice. 


Achilles's Armour muſt not Le on a Cowards back, 


The Puniſhment of a great MalciaRtor, is a ſcaring 
Example- to the ſmall ones, becauſe it convinceth 
them, that the Magittrate 1s refolved that no evil 
doer, brought before him, ſhall efcape. 


Y. Loyalty to the Supream Mogiſlrate, is another. 


necel- 


« — 


neceſfary Qualification, Qu# Ceſarem portat, He nat 
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bears the King's Authority in his hand, wilt be the 
firter to govern if he bears true Aﬀ Quin ro him in 
his Hearr. And to chuſe one that Gvoth not, may 
prove very fatal. 


mY, 


The Loyalty of the Chicf Magiſtrate of the Me- 
tropolis or Imperial Cuy, is a great ſecurity to the 
Crown, becauie davger doth cominonly ariſe there. 
What Alexander once {aid to one of his Chictrains, 
n whom he placed great conilence, may the King 
and Queen fay to the Lord Mayor of this City, if 
he'be Loyal; If you be arate, 7 may ſleep. The King 
ſees with the Eyes 6; his Magiſtrates, an with none 
more than Witt Z7is Eyes, who fſitteth in the Chair 
of this great City. This 15 probably the meaning of 
Solomon, Prov. 20.8. A King that ſitteth upon the 
Throne ſcattereth away all evil with his eyes ; that is, 
with the Eyes of his Magittrates. And if they be 
fo blind that they will not fee, the Kings and the 
Peoples Cale mult be very dangerous. 4 


And there is a neceſſity of more than ordinary 


Loyalty at this Time, when the great Concerns, nor - 


only of this but of other neighbouring Nations, re- 
quire the Kings frequent and long ablence. And 
when there are fo many amongſt us, who are fo in- 
fenfible of our wondertul Deliverance from the Ty+ 
ranny vi Popery, that they would bring us back a- 


gain into that worie-rhan /Zzyprian Zondage:; Mz - 


who delire nothing fo muci as to att tie part of 
blind Sampſon, by pulling down tho Houtie tho raey 
periſh rhemſelves by the fali of 10, When the Dil- 


ciples would have fetch'd Fire from Heaven, O00 (2 
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ſtroy the Samaritans, cur Saviour rebuked them and 
ſaid, Te know not what Spirit ye are of. What Spirit 
then are theſe men of, who would fetch Fire rom 
Hell, (I mean from France) to deſtroy their own 
Country-men and the men of their own Religion 2 
But I hope there will be a Lord Mayor choſen again, 
who will uſe his utmoſt diligence to diſappoint the 
Deſign. of theſe blind Proteſtants. The Jeluits 


| ( Thanks be to God ) are gone, but wherever they 
are, they cannot but te exceedingly pleaſed, that 
they have Proteſlant Agents who are carrying on 


that Deſign which will bring them all back again, 
to fit at the Helm as they did betore. By this it 


may appear what a neceſſary Qualification Loyal- 
. & WD 


YT. And Laſtly, Piety, which 1s the beſt Qualj-. 
ficaticn. Fe that ruleth men muſt be jufl, ruling in 
the fear of God, 2 Sam. 23. 3- The Antient Romans 
would not endure that a Sentence ſhould be pals'd 
by a vitious Magiſtrate, Good Magiſtrates make 
gocd Cities. When God would reſtore to h's Peo- 
ple, Fudg's as at the firſt, and Counſellors as at the 
beginning, it preſently follows, Thou ſhalt be called, 
The City of Righteouſneſs, the faithful City, Ela. x. 26, 
And on the contrary, Cities are ſpoyled when they 
are governed by vitious Men. It the Magiſtrate be 
a Ruler of Sedom, *tis the way tor the Citizens to be 
the People of Gemorrta. 


A Pious Magiftrate is therefore highly to be va- 
lued, becauſe he will have a ſpecial regard to Re- 
ligion, and! the Church of God. He wil/ remember 
the Lord and It Jeruſalem, as well as London, come in- 
to 
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to his mind, Fer. 51. 50. It hath pleaſed God to 
bleſs our Church with many pious and Learned Pre- 
latess And if it pleaſerh God to bleſs our State 
with Pious and wiſe Magiſtrates, we may hope that 
we ſhall be at unity in our ſelves, and that judg: 
ment will run down like waters, and rizhteouſneſs with 
ſuch a mzhty ſtream, that vicious men will not be 
able to ſtemm the torrent of it. God guided his 
people through the wilderneſs by Moſes and Aaron. 
When Magiſtrates and Miniſters joyn in the promo. 


ting of Gods Honour, we may expe that piety 


ſhould encreaſe, and wickedneſs be ſuppreſt. Mi- 
hiſters cannot do it alone. We can only tell fin. 
ners of the wrath of God that is to come, and they 
either look upon it at a diftance, which they 
may timely enough prevent : Or elſe they will not 
believe it till they. irrecoverably fall under it. But 


| the wrath of rhe Magiſtrate is /ike 4 Roaring Lion, 


to them in this world rhat is ready to tear them 
if they obey not. The {word of the Spirit will not 
reach them, but the Sword of the Magiſtrate may. 
They are too hard to be hewn by the Prophets, but 
they may be hewn by the Magiſtrates. We com- 
plain with ſorrowful hearts, that we /abour in waiy 
but the Magiſtrate ſhall not need to bear the ſword in 
vain, but may. be a zerrour to evil divers: And he 
hath reaſon to expe&- that God will be a terror to 
hin," if he 'be not. The Magiſtrate ſhould conſi- 
der that -his Sword is the Sword of the Lord, as 

D well 


EC CCRCCCV — ﬀCC{PRRTTICECCCCCCs - _ 
= . 
_ > ous = _ 


vey 


] 8 


- . Au Elttm SERMON 


nm. 


I a 


well as Gideons for the overcoming of thoſe that are 
enemies to God and Goodneſs. 


Cato exhorting Magiſtrates to puniſh offenders, 


ſaid, That thoſe who can ſuppreſs. wickedneſs, and 


will not, deſerve to be ſton'd to death, Q#od ad 
feelerum liceatiam invitarent improbos, By not pug- 
xhing wickedneſs they invited men to the com- 
miſſion of it. The Councel therefore which Fethro 
gave to Moſes, is fit to be obſerverd by the Citi 
Zens this day, viz. That they Chuſe an able Man, 
and one that fears God, Ex0. 18. 21, And ſuch a 
Aan'will do as Moſes did, v. 16. Make the people 
to know the ſtatutes of Goa and his Laws, by ſeverely 
pun;ſhing the diſobedient. 


Thus I have given you the qualifications which 
make a Righteous Magiſtrate, And the nearer that 
any man comes to theſe, the Happier will the City 
be, and the greater cauſe will the Citizens have 
to 7eJojce. 


I Come now to the ſecond thing 1n the Text, 
The people Rejoyce, of which I ſhall need to ſpeak 
but little, becauſe every conſiderate man knows that 
the; due Adminiſtratzan of Juſtice by a Magiſtrate 
duly qualitied, is the great preſervative of his Hap: 
pincſs. David could call for no greater hurt to his 
enemies than: that a wicked man ſhou'!d.: be ſet over 

them, 
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them, And,.bvy the Rule of Contraries, *tis one of 
the greateſt bleſſings of this life for any Nation or 
City to have a Kighteous Man ſet over them. 
A Govcrnour of Atheas thanked God, that he ne- 

ver made. an Athenian weep. A Righteous Magi- 


ſtrate will take ſuch Care of the City, and of the 
Rights and priv:ledges of it, as never to grieve an 
Honeſt Citizen By ſuch a one, good men will be 
greatly encouraged, and vicious men will be :ſe- 
verely puniſhed, which is a great cauſe of rejoy” 
cing. When the Righteous are exalted, the City re- 
joceth ; and when the wicked periſh, there is ſhouting, 
Prov. I1. 10. 


| We rcad of a Heathen who refuſed the Office of 
2 Magiſtrate, ſaying, That if he govern'd ill, he 
ſhould offend the Gods; And if he govern'd well, 
he ſhon'd offend the Citizens. But (thanks be to 
God) as bad as the world is, it is not fo bad but 
that thoſe who rake Care to Govern well, thall p/eaſe 
' the Citizens. A Righteous Magiſtrate will have 
that applauſe from all good and ſober men, which 
Fob had ch. 29. 11. When the ear heard me, then it 
bleſſed me, and when the eye ſaw me, it gave witneſs 
to me. He, being a Righteous Magiltrate, all that 
ſw him or heard him, rejoyced in him. 


. As therefore you expe& ſuch a Magiſtrate, be 
careful that you have a right Aim in your Choice, 
D 2 and 
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and that you be not miſguided by favour or affe&ion 
or any ſiniſter end. Let me give my advice to you 
in theſe two concluding particulars. 


Firſt, AR like true Citizens, that value | the 
good and welltare of rhe City, and be not by aſs'd 


ro Act contrary to your own: judgment. Con- 
ſider. . 


Firſt, That perſonal Obligations muſt not ſway you 
in fach a great concern 'as the choice of a Ma- 
giſtrate, You muſt not do the City an injury be. 
cauſe a particular man hath done you a kindneſs, 
IF in this Caſe, my beſt friend and my greateſt enemy 
ſhould be in Competition, and I am fatisfied that my 
Enemy is the fitteſt man to govern and would be 
moſt ſerviceable to the City ; I cannot fatisfie God, 
and my own Conſcience, if I do not vote for 
my enemy, becauſe tis the publique good from 
which I muſt take my meaſures. 


2. The Relation and Obligations of a Society 
muſt not prevail. I muſt confeſs that it is a very 
pleaſant ſight to behold the brotherly love, which 
the members of particular Societies ſhew to each > 
ther. And when a Brother of 'a Company proves 
in a Mans Judgment , to be rhe fitteſt man, 'tis 
great ſatisfaCtion to the mind : But otherwiſe a man 
{ball deal Perfidiouſly and Treacherouſly by the Ci- 

| 4; ty, 


_ _ 
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ty. 'Tis (according to what I mention'd before) as 
if a man ſhould kill his Mother to do his Brother 

a kindneſs. Beſides, every man defires to have a 
Meaitrare that will Act impartially, without favour 
and affeQtion, but how can you expe it if you 
Fe parrial, and att only froqy, perſonal favour 'and 
affetion'in the choice of him ? It is a great concern; 
And though it bz but for one year, yet it may prove 
a very Critical one, and may require great wiſdom, 
x well as the other qualifications, 1n him whom yon 
make the Chicf Magiſtrate. .So/omon tells - us, Eccl. 
9. 14. A parable of a poor wiſe man, who delivered 
a City by his wiſdom, when a great Kings came 4- 
gainſt it, We know that there is a Potent King 
who wages war againſt us, and if by Treachery 
ar: farce he .can overgome this City, he. will look 
upon his work as more then half done. And what 
2 great bleſſing then may a wiſe man be, who hath 
Authority as well as wiſdom, to preſerve the 
City ? 


2, Act like good Chriſtians. Let me beſeech you 
in the name of that God who is the God of peace; 
and by the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
the Prince of Peace, that- there - be no Unchriſtian 
Jarrings and Contentions amongſt you, which are 
a great diſhonor to our Religion, and a great preju- 


_ diceto the Souls of Men. How can you expe@ that 


God ſhould proſper your choice, if you offend him . 
f at” 
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at the fame time ? Remember I beſeech you, tha | 
1f you are True. Chriſtians, you are fellow-Citizey; 
with the Saints, and of the Houjlold of God, which 
1s the higheſt Obligation to Chriſtian Love and Ul. 
Dity, Every man may uſe his priviledge, though | 
he doth not diſparage the name of Chriſtianity. He 
may Vote according to the belt of his judgment 
without ſhewing any diſreſpe&t to him that Vote 
for other men. It is a very deplorable Caſe, if a | 
Chriztian Magiſtrate cannot be Choſen by. Chriftia 
Citizens without the breach of Chriitian Love. 


I pray God of Heaven keep you from chriſtian 
Heats and Animoſities, and give you his direQtion 
and bleſſing in this great and imporrant affair ; that 
a Righteous man may 'be tn Authority, and that you 
may all have cauſe to Rejoyce in him. 
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